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Northwest Detention Center, 2017 



 Executive Order 9066, signed and issued by 

President Franklin D. Roosevelt in February, 1942, 

prescribed certain areas as military zones, setting the 

stage for the incarceration of approximately 120,000 

men, women, and children of Japanese descent in 

concentration camps. Over two-thirds of detainees 

were American citizens. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JCCCW’s collection of 78rpm records are tactile and 

sonic insights into the Japanese American 

community as it established and thrived in the early 

20th century. Surely some were treasured belongings 

that were given up during the internment years, 

while others were purchased and enjoyed in the 

challenging years that followed. We hope you will 

enjoy seeing and hearing them!  

 

This building was nicknamed the “Hunt Hotel” from 1945-

1959. Following the closure of Minidoka and other WRA 

camps, the school was converted into a temporary shelter 

for Japanese Americans. Though the official records have 

since been destroyed in a firebomb attack, oral histories 

from the survivors estimate that over 120 families 

occupied the “hotel,” named for the Hunt, Idaho location 

of Minidoka, at its peak.  

 

The communal living and lack of privacy led more than 

one former resident to call it “an extension of camp.” Most 

found housing elsewhere within the next two years. As 

talk began of reopening the Japanese Language School, a 

sickly elder named William Koshiyama became the final 

resident of Hunt Hotel when he took his own life in 1959.  

 

The amount the Japanese American community lost in the 

internment years is incalculable, yet the community has 

slowly rebuilt, and continues to rebuild, with strength, 

resilience, and humility.  

 

We find ourselves again living in a climate of fear and 

xenophobia, where people designated as “other” are 

systematically marginalized, with thousands presently 

held in remote detention centers with little access to legal 

counsel. If we have truly learned from the Japanese 

American experience, we will stand with these 

communities and fight for their freedoms and livelihoods.  

 

 


